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UMTlSD  StAT^g  pgpA.'^Ty'igK't  OF  AG CULTURE 
^.S.''''^ai'~Food  Admini strati  on 

;  Agreement  for  T^^ovement  of  Grain  Harvesting;  Labor  and  Machinery  Between 

the  United  States  and  Canada 

On- April  10,  1942,  the  vJhite  House  announced  an  arran-^ement 
v^rith  Canada  v^hich  included  provisions  for  facilitating  passar.e  across 
the  International  boundary  of  seasonal  a'^^ricultural  labor  and  farm 
nachineryo     This  Department,  the  Imini":ration  Service,  the  Customs 
Service,  the  Department  of  State,  the  ''''.''ar  Mam  owe  r  Commission  and  the 
Canadian  Government  are  cooperatinei;  to  implement  those  provisions 
with  respect  to  '^rain  harvesting:  ,  labor  and  machinery. 

In  order  to  mak^.the  implementation  effective,  it  has  been 
agreed  that  the  State  USDA  ''Tar  Board  Chairman  for  North  Dakota 
and  the  Depu-ty'  ?."inister  of  A.?i;ri culture  of  the  Canadian  Province 
^  of  Saskatche'A'an  shall  constitute  the  a^^encies  .,throu';h  which  requests 
for  assistance,  ajid  notifications  of  opportunities  for  employ;nent  vri.  11 
be  cleared  between  the  tv^o  countries.     The  State  War  Board  Chairman 
in  the  other  States  named  above  shall  submit  to  the  State  Y[ar  Board 
Chairman  for  North  Dakota  for  handling,  such  requests  and  notifications 
oriTinatin.?;  v/ithin  their  respective  States.     Each  application  for  < 
harvestin.<^  equipment  to  be  accompanied  by  a  crew  of  forei'-n  V'lorkers 
must  indicate  tlie  level  -of  compensation  in  wages  and  m.ust  indicate 
whether  housin'^,,  meals,  etc.,  will  be  furnished.     All  comiiiitments  to 
hire  forei<z:n  labor  under  this  arran,y;ement  shall  be  made  at  the  rate 
of  compensation  prevailin?.  for  the  t}'-^e  of  worl:  performed  in  the 
locality  Concerned. 

The  worVine  unit  cont'^mplated  in  this  plan  is  a  combine,  or 
such  other' machinery  as  may  be  necessary  f or-'harvestinT,  and  threshing 
Train,  accompanied  by  the  ■  owner  or  lessee  and  as  many  helpers  as  m.ay 
be  requested  by  the  initi al , employer  in  the  host  country.     It  should 
be  emphasized  that  no  labor  shall  pass  in  either  direction  except  as 
part  of  such  a  harvesting;  unit  as  that  just  described,  except  under 
the  terms  of  such  subsequent  arran-^ements  as  may  be  made  between  the 
tvro  Governments. 

No  working  unit  shall  cross  the  International  boundary  unless 
at  least  one  employer  in  the  host  country  is  recorded  mth  that 
co'.mtry's  immii:ration  authorities.     It  is  .anticipated  that  working 
units 'may  bo  engaged  by  m.oro  than  one  employer  before  entering  the 
host  country.     No  '"TOrkin-  unit,  however,  may  accept  em.ployment  while 
in  the  host  country  in  addition  to  that  ori-^;inally  arranged  for 
unless  such  employment  is  secured  through  the  agency  operating,  the 
farm  machinery  placement  service  of  the  host  country.     In  the  United 
States  that  aq:cncy  is  the  State  USDA  Yfer  Board;  in  Canada  it  is  the 
Employment  Ser-vice  of  Canada. 
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Prior  to  onterin'';  ■ttie  host  councry,  each  harvesting  unit  shall 
be  certified  to  the  imrdffration  authorities  of  the  host  country  as 
participating^  in  an  arra.n:.eracnt  to  exchange  harvesting;  facilities. 
In  Canada  the  certifyinii;  officers  shall  be  the  Deputy  Minister  of 
Agriculture  of  the  Province  of  Saskatchewan.     In  the  United  States 
the  State  USDA  War  Board  Chairman  for  North  Dakota  shall  be  the 
certifying;  officer,  ' 

Members  of  certified  crews  entering;  the  United  States  from 
Canada  will  be  issued  a  card  (Form  I-lOO)  by  the  United  States 
Immi2;rati  on ,  Seriace,     Crew  members  may  leave  and  reenter  the  United 
States  at  will  at  any  time  prior  to  December  31,  1943  on  the 
ori<r,inal  form  when  comins;  to  continue  emplovment  mth  harvesting 
units.     fAembers  of  the  certified  crews  entering  Canada  will  be  "^ivon 
similar  clearance  by  irnmi'^;rat.ion  authorities  and  have  similar  freedom 
of  movement  up  to  the  same  date. 

It  is  assumed  that  in  m.ost  cases  each  ^roup  and  the  necessary 
equipment  will  be  transported  or  towed  by  truck.     It  is  also  possible 
that  the  equipment  may  be  tractor-drawn  and  that  the  crew  v-all  travel 
by  auto.     Admission  to  either  countn,'-  of  either  type  of  vehicle  has 
,been  arrang;ed  for,  as  described  hereunder. 

It  is  assumed  that  harvest  equipment  mil  not  enter  either 
country  mthout  complete  sets  of  tiros  for  trucks,  automobiles, 
tractors,  and  combines.     However,  in  the  event  replacement  tires  are 
needed  T.'\diile  in  the  host  country''  it  is  agreed  that  the  farm  mtichinery 
placement  af^encies  of  the  host  country'-  vri.ll  assist  the  harvesting 
crev; .  to .  secure  the  necessary  replacements  through  the  procedures 
established  for  securinp;  tires  for  domestic  users. 

Persons  eligible  for  entry  into  Canada  from  the  United  States 
under  this  arrangement  a.re : 

(1)  United  States  citizens  other  than  citizens' of  Japanese 
ancestry, 

(2)  Aliens  other  than  citizens  of  an  enemy  country.      "  r* 

If  persons  other  thon  United  States  citizens  enter  Canada,  they  must 
be  able  to  provide  evidence  that  thoy  -vill  be  permitted  to  rc-ontcr 
the  United  States.     Canada  requires  no  passports  or  visas  for  United 
States  citizens,  bi.-!t  it  wj.ll  be  neccssarjr  for  naturalized  United 
States  citizens  to  carry  evidence  of  naturalization. 


Persons  Glio;iblo  for  ont-nj  from  Canada  under  this  arranc^cmcnt 

arc  : 

(1)  Citizens  of  Canada  or  British  subjects  dornicilod  in  that 
count nyj-  except  those  who  arc  natives  of  an  enemy  country. 

(2)  IvJon-encmy  aliens  domiciled  in  Canada, 

Passports  and  visas  will  be  v/aived  to  admit  workers  under  this 
arran<;;emGnt« 

Both  countries  a,q;ree  that  documentation  in  the  proposed  arranf::e- 
ment  should  be  no  mo  T^c  o  xtensivc  than  is  absolutely  necessaryo  It 
is  also  a?,re&d  that  the  attached  Form  A,  or  some  other  form  capable 
of  doinp:  the  work  required,  shall  be  used  by  both  countries  for  origi- 
nal certification  of  workers  to  the  irajTii'^,rati  on  authorities  of  the 
host  country.    Form  B  is  required  to  permit  workers  from  the  United 
States  to  convert  Canadian  dollars  into  United  States  dollars  v;hile 
in  Canada, 

In  the  .follovdnc:  detailed  instruction,  the  steps  are  described 
for  the  documentin?:  of  a  party  '^roceedin'^;  from  the  United  States  to 
Canada,     It  is  anticipated  that  a  similar  procedure  will  apply  to 
persons  entering  the  United  States  from  Canada,  except  th^t  there  is 
no  reason  for  usin"-  the  foreign  exchange  Form.  B» 

(1)   The  State  USDA  'i%r  Board  Chairman  for  RXiy  of  the  States 
named  above  vail  fill  out  Form  A  in  quintuplicate  to  cover  'the  r-orking 
party  described  therein.     Each  State  'Tar  Board  Chairman  executing 
Form  A  will  assifrn  consecutive  numbers  to  the  '•vorkin'r;  parties  certified 
out  of  thvt  office.     One  copy  of  Form  A  shall  be  ^r^iven  to  the  ownor  or 
lessee  of  the  machinery,  to  bo  retained  by  him  for  identification  of 
that  party  at  the  port  of  entry  and  in  dcalin^:  with  local  ration  boards. 
The  ori  -inal  and  2  copies  shall  be  sent  to  the  Sta^je  'Tar  Board  Chairman 
for  North  Dakota,  who  T;ill  certify  the  original  to  the  Canadian  Im- 
migration Officer  at  the  port  of  entry  nearest  the  first  point  of  employ- 
ment in  Csjiada,     Tao  Chairman  for  North  Dakota  also  will  forviard  one 
copy  to  the  Deputy  iviinister  of  Agriculture  of  Saskatchewan  (the  corre- 
sponding c  ony  of  Form  A  executed  in  Canada  shall  be  sent  to  the  USDA 
State  War  Board  Chairman  for  North  Dakota  for  use  in  securing  ODT 
Certificates  of  '.Yar  Nocessit;"  for  gasoline  to  operate  Canadian  trucks 
in  the  United  States),     No  party  shall  cross  the  border  until  each 
member  thereof  has  been  checked  a^-ainst  the  names  listed  on  the  original 
Form  A  by  tho  Canadian  immi deration  officer. 

The  ussuinfT,  State  "Tar  Board  Chairman  vdll  record  on  Form  A  the 
initial  Crnadian  e:nployer  enga^cin'T  the  workin^^  party  before  its  departure 
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from  the  United  States.     Tho  niGmbors  of  each  part;,'-  vrill  si-'^n  in  the 
prGsoncc  of  the  CoJiadian  inrnii^rr' ti on  officer  vhon  crossinrc  into  Canada, 
both  the  ori'jinal  of  Form  A  and  the  co'oy  carried  by  thD-ovmcr  or  lessee 
and  Y/ill  at  that  time  receive  documentation  similar  to  the  United  States 
Form  I-lOO,     This  arran^comcnt  v.ill  be  effective  at  all  ports  of  entry 
bctiveon  Piny,  Manitoba  (opposite  Pine  Creel:,  Minnesota)  -and  Del  Bonita, 
Alberta  (opposite  Del  Bonita,  Montnna)  both  points  included. 

(2)  Prepare  one  covy  of  Form  B  for  each  certified  v^orker.  This 
form  is  required  by  the  Canadian  Forei<?:n  "5xchanp;e  Control  officials 
for  use  by  harvest  ■'.vorkers  when  convertin.'^  their  Cijiadirji  corninfr; 
into  United  States  dollars  in  Canada  rather  than  in  the  United  States, 
thus  obtaining:  a  more  favorable  rate  of  oxchanp;e.     It  ivill  serve  also 
to  identify  the  worker  to  tho  Immi.'^;rati on  Service  of  Canada, 

Harvesting  mr-. chine ry  and  attendant  motor  trucks  or  automobiles 
moving;  from  the  United  States  to  Canada  under  this  scheme  vdll  be  ad- 
mitted into  Canada  vdthout  pa^nnent  of  duty  or  postin";  of    bond.  Simi- 
lix  r  treatment  will  be  accorded  Canadian  equipm.ent  entering;  the  United 
StatoEo     On  this  subject,  a  letter  dated  July  16,  1942  from,  tho  United 
States  Commissioner  of  Customs  contained  the  follovang  statement: 

"Canadian  trucks  ene;a.£rcd  in  hauling  the  harvestin:^  machinery 
and  crews  into  the  United  States  may,  after  reportini^  to  customs  and 
makins;  entry,  proceed,  v»ithout  the  payment  of  duty,  to  the  point 
in  the  United  States  at  "i«ih.ich  the  machinery  and  crews  are  to  be  em- 
ployed.    Such  trucks  imy  not,  however,  bo  used  to  transport  the 
equipment  or  members  of  the  crews  between  points  in  tho  United  States. 
Upon  completion  of  the  harvostinK  work,  the  Canadian  trucks  may, 
without  the  payment  of  duty,  be  employed  to  take  the  equipment  and  crew 
out  of  the  United  States,     If  the  trucks  rrore  returned  to  Canada 
after  the  unloadinr,  of  the  machinery'-  and  crow  members,  the  drivers 
must  report  to  customs  when  they  return  to  the  United  States  to  pick 
up  the  machinery  and  crevir  members,  although  no  dut^r  mil  be  due  on  tho 
trucks. 

"If,  at  tho   time  of  the  entry  of  the  harvcstino;  equipment,  the 
crow  is   transported  into  the  United  States  by  automobile,  it  may  ' 
also  proceed  to  its  destination  in  the  United  States,  without  tho 
payment  of  duty,  but  may  not  transpo'  t  thc.crev:  m.embers  between  points 
in  the  United  States, 

"The  harvestinrr,  machine  r\'-  is  entitled  to  entr;/  free  cf  dutj-  under 
th',  pro\nsions  of  parar^raph  1504  of  the  Tariff  Act  of  1930." 
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Provisions  will  bo  made  for  visitiii:^,  harvest  crows  to  sccuro 
at  or  near  ports  of  entry-    ;r,asolinc  coupons  in  sufficient  number 
to  accomplish  the  purpose  of  the  visit.     Provision  also  will  be 
made  for  the  purchase  of  tires  when  necessary,  and  for  issuino;  food 
ration  books.     In  the  United  States  all  those  arrangements  mil  be 
s  handled  by  the  State  or  County  War  Board  Chairman,  v^ho  will  designate 

representatives  v/ith  which  final  arrangements  can  be  ma.de  at  or  near 
the  port  of  entry  by  the  harvestinp*  crew.     The  name  and  address  of 
the  T'.'ar  Board  representative  will  be  supplied  to  the  harvesting  crew 
v/hen  the  arran:^ements  are  made  for  the  ori-^inal  job» 

Uo  S,  Department  of  Af::;riculturo 
USMj'Tar  ^oo'fd 
estate  of  oFir;in) 


Date 

To  the  Immi,9:ration  Officer  for  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  at 


Grain  Harvesting  Party  No*  1 

Sir: 

You  are  hereby  informed  tho.t  the  follovdn.^;  persons  are  proceeding 
to  Canada  as  one  partj'  to  work  as  a  ,=^rain  harvesting;  creiVo  Hioy 
shall  not  be  admitted  into  Canada  unless  accomprnied  by  machinery 
adequate  for  such  work,  and  by  the  ovrner  or  lessee  of  such 
machinery. 


(Signature  of  the  War  Board  Chai'rman) 

,  State  of  origin 


Approved; 


^Date^J 
•> ' . 


( Signature  of  War  Board  Chairman "oT" 
North  Dakota) 
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A.        OAHcr  or  lessee  of  harvesting  machinery, 

1.  Name 

2.  Address 

3.  Place  of  birth 

4.  Citizenship 
5«  Signature 

Entering  Canada  at  Date 


Be        Description  of  equipment  necessary  for  gas  ration  and  tire  purchase 
1.     Truck(s)  ... 

a.  llake  do  IJt-.'ke 

b.  Body  typo  b«  Body  type 

c.  Year  made  c.  Year  made  "  ' 
do  Capacity  do  Capacity 

o,   RcT.is  tration  number  e.  Re '^;i  strati  on  number 

2«    Number  of  passcn2;er  cars  in  party 
3»     Number  of  items  of  harvest  equinmcnt 

a.  Tractors 

b.  Combines 

c.  Other  equipment  (dosciube) 


r 
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C.  Helpers 


1.  Name  .... 

2.  Address 

3.  Place  of  birth 

4.  Citizenship 

5.  Signature 

■  -Entering  Canada  at  Date 

1  o  Name 

2o  Address 

3.  Place  of  birth 

4.  Citizenship 

5.  Signature 

Entering  Canada  at  Date 

1.  Name 

2.  Address 

3.  Place  of  birth 

4.  Citizenship 

5.  Signature 

Enterint;  Canada  at  Date 

1 .  Name 

2.  Address 

3.  Place  of  birth 

4.  Citizenship 

5.  Signature 

Entering  Canada  at  Date 


Do     Initial  employer(s)  in  Cajiada' 

1  o  Name 
2,  Address 


* 


I 


(Sug=T,csted  Form  B) 

U.  So  Dcpo.rtmont  of  Ag;ri culture 
US  DA  War"lBoarT 


Date 

To  caiy  Branch  of  a  Canadian  Chartered  BanJc; 

The  bearer,  John  Smith,  a  resident  of  the  United  States  is  in 

Cajiada  as  accoi::panying 
C'^frite  in  "laborer,"  "ov/nor/'  or  "lessee") 

harvesting;  machinery  adrndttcd  into  Canada  under  a  special  arrangement 

m  th  the  United  States  for  an  exchanp'.e  of  .":rain  harvest  workers  and 

harvesting;  inachinery<,     Ihis  form  is  to     be  retained  by  your  Branch 

upon  application  by  the  bearer  for  the  i^urchase  of  United  States 

dollars,  in  an  amount  not    to  exceed  his  net  oarnin':  ivhile  in  Canada. 

The  bearer  enters  Canada  on  at 

( Da  to  )  ( Po  r  t~f"'ent  ry ) 

His  siG;nature,  witnessed  by  mc ,  m^y  be  compr.-'^cd  v.i  th  the  identifica- 
tion issued  by  the  Immi,p;ration  Service  of  the  Dominion  of  CaJiada, 
which  he  should  displp-y  upon  request* 


( Signature,  of  State  War  Board  Chairman) 


"(AddrcsT)     St-.tc  of  origin 


("Signature  of  bearer, 


(Address ) 


Ports  of  Entrv'-  in  the  United  Str.tos  end  C o.n r. da  Dc s i nr. t g d  for  Use 
Under  the  Arrrin'rcmont  for  the  Exchnnp:c  of  Hc.rvc s t  Tvip, chine and  Crews 

-    L       .   1    ■  - 

(The  names  are  arr-nged  according  to  their  general  trans-border  proximityo) 
C.'.-oiadian  Ports  United  States  Ports 


Coutts,  Alta 
■""^ild  Horse,  Alta 
Willow  Creek,  Sask, 
Tree  Ion,  Sask, 
Monchy,  Sask« 
West  Popular  River,  Sask, 
East  Poplar  River,  Sask, 
Birr;  Beaver,  Sask, 
Rce-way,  Sask, 
Baubier,  Sask. 
OunfT're,  Sask, 
Marienthal,  Sask, 


Estcvan  Hiq;hyray,  Sask. 
North  Portal,  Sask. 
North2;ate,  Sask, 
Lyle ton ,  Mani  toba 
Elrrore ,  " 
Coulter,  " 
Goodlr-nds,  " 
Boissevain,  " 
Lena,  " 
Cartv/rin-ht,  " 
CrystrJ  City, 
Snow  Lake,  Manitoba 
".■■'fi  n  dy  ga  t  o  s ,  1&  ni.  toba 
Haskett,  " 
Gretna,  " 
Emerson,  " 


Sweetgrass,  Montana 
V/hitlash,  " 

Turner.  " 


Opheim, 
Scobey , 
^[hitetail, 
Raymond, 
Westby, 
Fortuna,  North  Dakota 
Ambrose  ^ 
Crosbv, 
^^oonan. 
Portal . 


ri 
II 
It 

Northgate,  "  " 

Antler,        "  " 
II  It 

It 

It 

Dunseith,     "  " 

St.  John,     "  " 
II  It 

II  II 

It  II 

It  II 

It 

II 

II  It 


Shervrood, 
Westhope,  " 
Carbury,  " 


Ecn  sboro , 
Sarle  s, 
Hannah , 
ijyirida, 

'Valhalla,  " 
Uecho,  " 
Pembina, 
Noyc s ,  Minne seta 
Pine  Creek,  " 


